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when Theodosius the Elder ruled Constantinople,1
condemned one Macedonius, who denied that the Holy
Spirit is God; as the union of two hundred bishops,
assembled at the city of Ephesus2 under Theodosius
the Younger, separated from the Catholic church,
with a righteous curse of excommunication, Nestorius,
who declared that there are two persons in Christ; and
as the council of Chalcedon,3 an assembly of six hun-
dred and thirty priests, in accordance with the prede-
termined decision of the fathers bestowed the curse of
excommunication upon Eutyches, abbot of the city of
Constantinople, and Dioscurus his champion, rebels
against the citadel of the Catholic faith: so indeed in
Francia, when all the falsehood of the heretics was
utterly rooted out and the conspiracy of the wicked
destroyed, the power of the divine law might be in-
creased; the synodal canons of the general councils
might be received; while at the same time a synodal
assembly of bishops of spiritual understanding might
meet in accordance with the predetermined prescrip-
tion of the authentic constitution.

The constant expectation of war, and the hostility
and insurrections of the surrounding barbarian tribes,
with the attendant attempts of alien robber nations
without to destroy the Prankish realm by violence, had
prevented the holding of synodal assemblies, or even
had caused them to be so wholly forgotten that they
were utterly obliterated from present memory and un-

1 In 381.                          3 In 451.

2  In 431.
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